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Today we are going to get to know each other and have some 
Photoshop fun as well.

Photoshop Workspace: what we are looking 
at when we open Photoshop and how we can make some  
personal changes.  We’ll take a look at the Tool Box and 
how to navigate the work space.  We’ll talk about the 
difference between “Raster” and “Vector” Graphics.

Color Modes: RGB, CMYK and Spot. 

Layers Palette: Throughout we will learn how 
to work non-destructively by using Layer Styles, 
Adjustment Layers and Layer Masks.  

Color correction by using “Curves” : which is a 
favorite method of many Photoshop users.

Time permitting, “Dodge and Burn” tools: 
darken or lighten parts of a picture.

We will learn some handy keyboard shortcuts that will make 
your Photoshop work much quicker and happier.

We will go to www.indesignusergroup.com.  I know this is not 
a class in InDesign, but we will find some FREE podcasts so you 
can continue to learn from the experts.
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http://www.indesignusergroup.com


Tony Aromando
tony@tonyaromando.com
Photoshop

Class #2
Last class we spent most of the time on Color Correction  using  a 

“Curves Adjustment Layer” . We talked about color space–RGB and 
CMYK.  The important thing to remember is to keep your files RGB 
which is the larger color space.  If you need your file to be CMYK, 
you should save your RGB version and then save a copy as CMYK.
We took a look at the layer palette which we will use extensively.

Brushes:1.   Many tools are applied as if they were a brush, 
our next topic for example.

Composites:2.   that is combining 2 or more files together. 
Along the way we will learn some methods for selecting the 
parts of a file we want.  There are many methods to do this 
and we will learn several before the course is over.

Selections:3.  Today we will see how to add and subtract to 
a selection with the Magnetic Lasso tool, the Lasso Tool and 
others.

We will be making composites and all kinds of cool stuff from here on.
Layer Style

Layer Mask Adjustment Layer

New Layer

New Group

Home Assignment: Combine any 2 images you may have.  Apply what we 
learned so far. Have fun with it.  We are not looking for a work of Fine Art.  The 
purpose is to see what problems you may run into.  Bring the files to class and 
we will have a look.  I, along with the rest of the class will try to help you out.
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Dodge and Burn:1.  
Tools to lighten or darken parts of a picture.  

Transparency:2.  
In our second example here, we will learn a little about transparency and Blend 
Modes.  In particular, “Multiply” and “Screen”.  This can be confusing, but I will 
show you how easy it is to understand Blend Modes and use them predictably. 

We are going to start working on a new composite with Santa Maria Novella in Florence, Italy.  
This will spill over into the next class because we will learn lots of new stuff as well as use 
techniques you already learned.  Along the way we will learn:

Crop Tool:3.  We will learn not only how to crop a picture but how to fix the 
perspective at the same time.

Magic Wand:4.  We will use this tool to select the sky so we can put in a new 
sky.  This time we put the sky behind our main picture.

Retouching:5.   We will do some retouching with the “Rubber Stamp” tool and 
the “Healing Brush” tool.  You will LOVE this!

Text:6.   We will begin to learn how to insert text and the problems we 
run into when we try to add a gradient fill to 
text and other effects.  We will learn about 

“Gradients” in 
general – how to 
make them and 
save them.
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Today we are going to continue working on our new composite with Santa Maria Novella in 
Florence, Italy.  Along the way we will learn:

Crop Tool:1.  We will learn not only how to crop a picture but how to fix the 
perspective at the same time.

Magic Wand:2.  We will use this tool to select the sky so we can put in a new 
sky.  This time we put the sky behind our main picture.

Layer Masks:3.  Using a Layer Mask instead of the eraser does not destroy any 
pixels.  Layer Masks also work on Adjustment Layers.  You may have noticed 
when used a Curves adjustment Layer a Layer Mask is automatically created.

Retouching:4.   We will do some retouching with the “Rubber Stamp” tool and 
the “Healing Brush” tool.  You will LOVE this!

Canvas Size:5.  You can change the size of the art, i.e. equivalent to using a 
larger canvas or artboard.  See below, extra space was added to the picture.

Text:6.   We will begin to learn how to insert text and the problems we run into 
when we try to add a gradient fill to text and other effects.  We will learn about 
“Gradients” in general – how to make them and save them.

Layer Styles:7.   after creating an effect, you can save it and easily use it over 
without having to redo it.

Assignment:  Book Cover
Now that you can make a composite and put in text: 
Make a Book Cover for your own Autobiography or the novel you always wanted to write.

Specs:
File should be about 6”x9,”  200 ppi is good 
but you can go to 300 ppi if you want. 
Save it as Photoshop File, .PSD.
I will put some in the Student Gallery on the Website.
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Today we will concentrate on the text part of our composite.
1. Text and Gradients: How to make ‘em and save ‘em and the special 

problems with giving text a gradient.  We will use a “Gradient Overlay”, learn 
how to give text a stroke and other effects.

2. Clipping Mask: You can sort of think of this as a kind of cropping. 

 
We can use a shape or text to clip all or part of our picture. 

3. Layer Masks and Gradients:  Time permitting, I will show you how 
you can combine the use of a Black to White gradient with a Layer  Mask to 
create a Fade Effect and Reflection.
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Create a Fade and  1. 
Reflection Effect: 
We will use Layer Mask and Gradients 
together to do this. 
You already have the skills.

Hue and Saturation2. 

Automate tasks:3.  and use some of 
Photoshop’s automation to make a Web 
photo Gallery.  

Save a file to use it on a website.4. 

 Modes:5.  
Grayscale, Bitmap, etc.

Actions Palette:6. This palette can also teach you how effects are 
combined to create some cool new effects.  Create your own actions.

Combine “Filters”7. 
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